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To see Lisa in action today shows an out-
standing development from the shy YMCA   
student who joined us, to a highly respected, 
intuitive practitioner, dedicated to providing 
what is best for the children. 

Lisa Thurlow began working for Rhymes Nursery  as a 
YMCA student and has progressed to Nursery Officer and 
Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO).  Lisa also 
covered for our Martlesham Deputy Manager while she
was on maternity leave.  She is currently studying
part-time for the Foundation Degree in Childcare 
Learning and Development (Early Years) Level 5, 
completing hopefully in March 2010.  She then plans to 
study for the Early Years Professional Status (EYPS) Level 6.

Lisa’s role as Nursery Officer means she works with all the 
staff to ensure her nursery room is run efficiently and to a
 
 

Follow my leader - Lisa and the children dancing with 
scarves. 

high standard.  She does, with other officers, have 
overall responsibility but it is very much a team 
effort.  Lisa is a superb role model and will often offer 
advice to other members of staff, particularly when concepts 
like the Learning Journey or Planning Cycle are not fully 
understood. 

Team work in action
Lisa is a good team worker and in her role as Officer she 
likes to ensure others are also working well as a team. She 
will assess training needs and also prioritise areas where 
practice could be improved.  Lisa is also not afraid to speak 
to management if she has any ideas on ways that can make 
things better for her colleagues or the children.

As the setting SENCO, Lisa, with a child’s key person, 
will talk to parents to keep them informed of any special         
educational needs or behavioural concerns their key person 
has observed.  Lisa then works with outside agencies to 
ensure everything possible is done to assist with the child’s 
development needs and will also develop an Individual      
Education Plan (IEP).   

If you are looking for a good childcare worker, 
just ask the children
All the children adore Lisa and this is because she loves what 
she does.  The children are all equally important to her and she 
will always do that little bit extra for them to make sure their day 
is meaningful and fun.  Their well-being is her main focus and 
whatever it takes she will do – even letting them wash her hair 
and throw sponges at her when she was in the stocks! 

As one of our children says “Lisa is a Star” and whatever 
makes it fun and exciting for the children she will do.

Lisa ‘T’ - a profile of an extraordinary 
childcare practitioner

Suffolk County Council 
recognises Quality 

achievements at Rhymes
Heath, Control Tower, Rose Hill, Beacon Hill and 
Kesgrave Out of School clubs and Beacon Hill 
Pre-School all gained their Suffolk County Coun-
cil Quality Assurance awards this summer, hav-
ing successfully passed all 5 modules.

Plus more good news. Beacon Hill Pre-School 
and Out of School both achieved a ‘good’ 
grade at their recent Ofsted inspection.

Well done to all the teams involved.

RHYMES ON LINE
After months of writing, re-writing, photo-
graphing and editing, the new Rhymes web site 
is up and running.

It’s packed full of information on all our settings 
and the childcare we offer, as well as guidance 
on childcare grants and other matters we hope 
will be useful to parents.

So if you want to find out about what your         
children do at nursery and out of school, our
healthy meals policy and the care we 
provide, do take a look. To help par-
ents book up for Holiday Club and Out 
of School sessions there are down-
loadable forms.

In future, we aim to publish regular 
updates on all our activities on the 
web site galleries, so keep an eye on 
the site, we aim to keep it changing.

You’ll find the new site on

www.rhymesnursery.com

It was quite a surprise when one morning   
last month we were informed that we had 
won a ‘Gold’ in the Martlesham in Bloom 
competition. All thanks to Morris (pictured 
above with the trophy) who planted out 
and nurtured the beds and hanging baskets. 
Thanks Morris!

Currently on maternity leave, 
Caroline Maddison has decided 
not to return to her position as 
Manager at Kesgrave Nursery.

Caroline has been with us at 
Rhymes for 16 years and her
fantastic contribution will be 
greatly missed.

We wish her all the very best 
for the future.

 A fond farewell to
 Caroline
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It’s always been part of our policy to encourage staff 
to continue their training throughout their time at 
Rhymes, whatever the level they join at.  Training 
helps each member of staff ensure that their knowledge 
is up to date and helps Rhymes in achieving its aim to 
be an outstanding nursery and out of school provider.

In 2009 nine members of staff have achieved 
NVQ qualifications.

You can contact us at Martlesham on 01473 611881 and at Kesgrave on 01473 631711

Bringing out the best in 
all our staff

Rhymes Out-of-School 
Club opens at St Mark’s

activities, all geared    
towards the children’s 
own ideas and sugges-
tions. 

Art and craft, computers 
for leisure and home-
work, games consoles, 
b o a r d  g a m e s  a n d 
construction toys, cook-
ing activities, and plenty 
of outdoor games and 
pursuits are all ‘on the 
menu’.

LISA ‘T’ REACHES UK FINALS
A fantastic result! Lisa Thurlow reached the finals of Nursery World Magazine’s 
Nursery Practitioner of the Year Award.  Facing stiff competition from around the 
UK, she was invited to take part in the London finalists award ceremony only to be 
pipped at the post from receiving the award.

To celebrate, we’ve a full profile on Lisa inside this edition of Rhymes Round-up.

Lisa at work with the children at Martlesham Nursery.

We are delighted to welcome St.Mark’s Primary School, 
our 7th out of school club, which opened on 7th
September.  Mrs Barker, the headmistress has been 
very keen for Rhymes to run the after school club and 
has given us tremendous support in helping make the 
first few weeks a success.

We would like to welcome Kate Ford, who moves from 
our club at Broke Hall School to become St Mark’s Play 
Leader and the new staff Chauntel Dobson and Paul 
Foulger, our Play Workers.

Rhymes @ St Mark’s  provide a varied range of

The children are now offered a variety of hot snacks 
with daily variations including beans, pizza and salad 
and pasta dishes.

Good luck to St Mark’s and well done for a great 
start.

Maria Sousanna, Control Tower, Children’s Care, 
                  Learning and Development NVQ Level 3.

Kim Suttle, Kesgrave, Children’s Care, Learning and    
                                    Development NVQ Level 2.

Staff have also attended various professional 
development courses throughout the year, cover-
ing a number of topics including; inclusion, first aid, 
safeguarding children, food safety and early years 
foundation stage related training.

Congratulations to everyone who successfully gained 
new and higher qualifications this year.  It takes an 
enormous amount of work and dedication to combine 
training with taking part in a full working day at the 
nurseries or out of school clubs.

Sarah Antill, Kesgrave Nursery, Play Work NVQ Level 2.

June Chenery, Cedarwood, Play Work NVQ Level 2.

Jenny Driver, Martlesham Nursery, Children’s Care,   
                    Learning and Development NVQ Level 2.

Nicola Evans, Beacon Hill, Children’s Care, Learning 
                                and Development NVQ Level 4.

Joanne Parsons, Control Tower, Children’s Care, 
                    Learning and Development NVQ Level 2.

Christine Pulford, Beacon Hill, Play Work NVQ Level 3.

Sarah Sawyer, Beacon Hill, Children’s Care, Learning  
                                and Development NVQ Level 2.

Dates for 
your 
Diary

Martlesham
10th November Children’s photo’s by Tempest 9am-2pm 
10th December Pre-school Concert 
17th December Children’s Christmas Party

Kesgrave 
17th November 2009 Parents Evening
16th December Children’s Christmas Party 

Beacon Hill Pre-school
17th December Children’s Christmas Party

All Holiday Clubs
23rd December Children’s Christmas Party 

CHRISTMAS CLOSURE ALL SETTINGS 
2pm 24th December 

RE-OPEN   4th January 2010




